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with the view of deciding (so far as man can decide) my
future career. I came to the conclusion that, beside the
ministerial office, which I was fond of, God gave me but
one other means of usefulness, and that he had bestowed
one, just one, special talent; and I resolved, instead of
dividing my energies, which I had previously done, among
several things, henceforth, after discharging my primary
duties of preaching and visiting, to devote my remaining
life, shorter or longer, to the cultivation of a Christian
philosophy. In coming to this conclusion, I did not find
it necessary to estimate the extent of my power in this
respect; it was enough for me that it seemed to be my gift
bestowed by God, and to be used by me to His glory. I
have adhered hitherto to that resolution, and hence my
published works and my acceptance of the chair here; and
all my plans for years to come (if so spared, and if not
spared, God may raise up a far fitter instrument) are in
the same direction, and look to the establishment of a
philosophy prosecuted in the inductive manner, resting
on facts, and confirmatory or illustrative of true religion.

But apparently the General Assembly had become con-
vinced that they needed the man. In spite of Dr.
McCosh's stand, he was formally elected " to be Professor of
Apologetics and Theology in the Divinity Hall at Glasgow."
The call seemed urgent, but the unwilling candidate knew
himself better than his friends, and firmly declined.

The fact was that Dr. McOosh's many activities had
made him a personage in Great Britain as well as in Ire-
land. One of his interests was the substitution of exami-
nations for patronage in the appointment of candidates
for the civil service. Having given important assistancee other hand,ladel-atly hitlped tlio faith of his students.r, wti to                                  tiiwabstract thought,
